
 

 

GOLF  FACT SHEET 
 
ADDRESS 
  PGA National Resort and Spa 
  400 Avenue of the Champions 
  Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418 
  800-633-9150 
 
OVERVIEW    

    New home to the Honda Classic, PGA National Resort and Spa is the 
legendary site of premier golf events, which have showcased the skills of 
some of the biggest names in golf during its 25-year history. As the 
headquarters for the Professional Golfers Association of America (PGA), 
the resort has been host to over 19 major PGA championship events 
including the 1987 PGA Championship, the 1983 Ryder Cup matches and 
close to two decades of the PGA Seniors Tournament. The resort boasts 
five 18-hole master-designed golf courses; full service, professional 
tournament staff, a comprehensive caddie program and a Golf Digest 
Academy of instruction. 

 
GOLF COURSES  
  
THE CHAMPION COURSE (THE CHAMP) 
Originally designed by Tom and George Fazio, The Champion Course, now simply 
called “The Champ,”  opened in 1981 and is home to the famed “Bear Trap.”  It was 
redesigned by Jack Nicklaus in 1990 and later completely renovated in 2002. The Champ 
has hosted some of golf's most prestigious tournaments, including the 1987 PGA 
Championship, the 1983 Ryder Cup and close to two decades of the PGA Seniors 
Tournament.  It continues that tradition of excellence by now being the home of the PGA 
Tour’s Honda Classic.  
 
The Champ completed a multi-million dollar renovation in 2002, a partial re-design in 
2006 and further renovations in 2007.  In each case, the renovation took place in 
conjunction with Jack Nicklaus and his famed Nicklaus Design Team.   

 
PAR      72 
ACREAGE     150 
AVERAGE SIZE OF GREENS  6,400 sq. ft. 
YARDAGE     7,048 from the back 
ARCHITECT     Original: Tom and George Fazio  
      Redesign: Jack Nicklaus 

(more) 



 

 
CHAMPION COURSE FEATURES 

·  Five sets of teeing areas for golfers of varying skill levels 
·  Fore caddies with every group; individual walking caddies also available 
·  Fairways and greens designed as concave containing areas; 
·  Gallery mounds located throughout the course for spectator viewing and media 

coverage; 
·  107 sand bunkers and 16 water hazards; 
·  Hole No. 16 is the most challenging; No. 18 is the most scenic; 
·  Practice range and putting green. 

 
 
THE PALMER COURSE 
Named for its designer, Arnold Palmer, The General was dedicated on February 28, 
1984.  Its design is reminiscent of the Scottish links tradition. Undulating fairways, grass 
bunkers and a double green shared by the 8th and 12th holes recall golf’s old world 
heritage. In conjunction with the Arnold Palmer Golf Design Group the popular course 
underwent significant renovations in 2007.  These included a new greenside irrigation 
system, ensuring the success of the course’s new state-of-the-art grass, Champion Turf 
Bermuda; re-designed native landscaping; re-shaped and re-built holes and bunkers; and 
all new laser-leveled tee locations featuring a minimum of four tees per hole.   
 
 

PAR      72 
ACREAGE     120 
AVERAGE SIZE OF GREENS  6,600 SQ. FT. 
YARDAGE     7,076 from the gold 
ARCHITECT     Arnold Palmer 

 
 
GENERAL ’S FEATURES  

·  Links layout  
·  Numerous grass bunkers 
·  Holes No. 8 and No. 12 share a common green 
·  49 sand bunkers and 16 water hazards 
·  Hole No. 17 is the most challenging 
·  No. 18 is the most scenic 

 
 
 
 

(more) 



 

 
THE SQUIRE COURSE 
Named after Gene Sarazen, The Squire opened on October 30, 1981.  A “ thinking man’s 
course,”  it tests the golfer’s accuracy using fairway woods and long irons off many tees, 
and precise short iron shots onto the greens. 
 

PAR      72 
ACREAGE     105 
AVERAGE SIZE OF GREENS  6,300 sq. ft. 
YARDAGE     6,465 from the back 
ARCHITECT     Tom and George Fazio 

 
SQUIRE FEATURES   

·  Links layout has the shortest yardage and plays the narrowest of the PGA 
National Golf Club courses 

·  63 sand bunkers and 17 water hazards 
·  Hole No. 10 is the most challenging 
·  No. 5 is the most scenic 

 

THE HAIG COURSE 
The Haig Course, named after five-time PGA Champion Walter Hagen, was the first of 
PGA National’s courses, opened March 4, 1980.  It is designed for enjoyable play by 
golfers of all skill levels.   
 

PAR:      72 
ACREAGE:     115 
AVERAGE SIZE OF GREENS:  6,500 SQ. FT. 
YARDAGE     6,806 from the back 
ARCHITECT:     Tom and George Fazio 

 
 
HAIG FEATURES  

·  There are no crossing water hazards, allowing the high handicap golfer the option 
to play around, rather than through, each hazard  

·  Holes No.9 and 18 both return to the clubhouse area to accommodate nine-hole 
play 

·  69 sand bunkers and 15 water hazards 
·  Hole No. 8 is the most challenging; No. 18 is the most scenic 
·  Practice range and putting green 

(more) 
 



 

 
THE ESTATE COURSE 
Originally the Stonewall Golf Club, the Estate course was purchased by PGA National on 
August 28, 1988.  The PGA of America uses the Estate Course as the primary site for 
their Club Professional Winter Tournament Program each year. 
 

PAR      72 
ACREAGE     120 
AVERAGE SIZE OF GREENS  6,800 sq. ft. 
YARDAGE     6,694 from the back 
ARCHITECT     Karl Litten in 1984 
 

ESTATE FEATURES  
·  Separate practice range, practice bunker and practice putting green 
·  86 sand bunkers and 17 water hazards 
·  A new clubhouse facility 
·  Hole No. 8 is the most challenging 
·  No. 5 is the most scenic 

 
 
GOLF INSTRUCTION 
The Golf Digest Academy’s program combines the physical and mental aspects of the 
game into one complete program that builds on each student's strengths.  The Academy 
features the country's top instructors teaching a unified approach based on the latest 
findings in scientific research on the golf swing and learning.  It has the lowest student-
to-instructor ratio in the business, guaranteeing plenty of individual instruction on all 
facets of the game. The Academy utilizes the latest in computer and video technology to 
analyze every component of the student's game from driving to putting. Students are then 
directed through a specially designed program to fit their individual needs. 
 
GOLF SERVICES    

·  The Resort offers equipment rental in its pro shop as well as a full line of golf 
equipment and apparel.  

·  Fore caddies and walking caddies are available for all courses upon request; fore 
caddies are required on the Champion Course in season. 

·  Tournament Director and staff 
·  3 practice ranges providing over 150 stations 

 
### 

Media Contact:   
Strat-Comm for PGA National Resort & Spa       
908-542-9300 
Neil Stratford nstratford@stratcogroup.com or Debbie Evans devans@stratcogroup.com 


